Emmaus Lutheran Church
2500 S Volusia Ave,
Orange City, FL 32763
Phone: (386) 775-9676
eNews & Notes – December 2019
Worship Schedule
Saturday at 5:00 pm – Traditional Worship
Sunday at 8:30 am – Informal Worship
9:50 am – Adult Bible Study
Sunday at 11:00 am – Traditional Worship

Christmas Eve Worship Schedule
4:30 pm – Family Service
7:30 pm – Candlelight Service
10:30 pm – Candlelight Service

Worship Bulletins
Would you like to have the printed version of the worship bulletin sent to your email address? We have
quit printing out the worship bulletin each week, doing our part in going ‘green’ to help conserve
resources. If you would like to have the full order of worship sent to you prior to our weekend services,
please email the church office (emmausoffice@embarqmail.com) to let us know. You will be placed on
an email list to receive this information each week.

Adult Sunday School
Class is held in Fellowship Hall from 9:50 am to 10:50 am. Join Sunday mornings for an interesting
lesson and discussion. Bring a friend!

Sharing of Announcements
Do you have announcements to be made prior to the Worship Services? Please submit these to the church
office by Tuesday of each week so that they can be added to a presentation shown on the screen before
the start of each service. This way of communicating important information will keep the announcement
time prior to the service to a minimum and help to keep us focused on worship.

Scheduling of Meetings
All committees and groups wishing to use an area of the church such as the Emmaus Room, Fellowship
Hall, or sanctuary must schedule their time through the office. Thank You.
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From Pastor Mark
Wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking,
“Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star
at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” (Matthew 2:1-3)
Wise Men still seek him
~ bumper sticker
The wise men who came from the East were following a star in the sky that led them to the general
vicinity of where Jesus was born. These wise men –  (magi), in the Greek text – were probably
astronomers, or perhaps dabbled in the magical arts, as their name suggests.
The magi knew enough to take notice of a new star in the sky. They knew that the appearance of this
star was the sign of a prophecy that would change the world. They knew that the one who had been born
to be the king of the Jews was worthy of their worship. And so they came.
They had one question: “Where is he?”
Herod didn’t know where Jesus was, so he called the chief priests and the elders of the people
together and asked them: “Where is this Messiah to be born?”
In response, they quoted the prophet, Micah, who said: “You Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by
no means the least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my
people Israel.” (Micah 5:2)
They had an answer for Herod’s question. But it didn’t lead Herod to the manger in Bethlehem where
the Christ child was born. Instead, Herod launched into a rage kindled by fear; a rage that began a
measure of violence toward children and families such as had never been known to the sleepy region of
Judah. Warned in a dream, Joseph took Mary and Jesus by stealth to Egypt until such time as it was safe
to return. All of this because of Herod’s questioning: “Where is he?”
This question started a revolution of faith, and hope, and love. The story of Jesus tells of God’s love
for all of creation. We read in scripture the great lengths God was willing to go to redeem us from sin and
offer us the gift of everlasting life – even at the cost of his own Son.
It’s not hard to see all of the preparations taking place for the Christmas season. Signs of the season –
decorations, music, movies, sales, what-have-you – have been appearing since before Halloween. In our
own homes we have already begun our preparations – or we will do so very soon. Before worship on
December 1/2, our church will be decorated for Christmas – but we’ll pretend that they’re Advent
decorations like we always do.
In the midst of all this preparation, have we yet discovered the answer to the question: “Where is he?”
The story of Christmas – indeed, the story of Jesus from the beginning to the end – tells us that Christ
is with us. Through Baptism, we have been called by name and made a part of his family. He has invited
us into his holy and precious presence. He has given up his life for us in order to give us life.
Paul wrote: “The mystery that has been hidden throughout the ages and generations but has now
been revealed to his saints – which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.” (Colossians 1:25-27)
There you have it. The answer to the question: “Where is he?” Christ is in you – the greatest
Christmas gift one can receive – the hope and the promise of new life in Christ.
Let us worship him together this Christmas. Let us seek him always.
Still seeking Jesus with you,

~Pastor Mark Winkler
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Financial Report for October 2019
General Operating Fund
Year To Date
Operating Income
$319,510
Operating Expense*
347,495
Net Operating LOSS
($ 28,285
* Includes the cost of principal reduction
Budgeted income
Budgeted expense

$327,729
394,274

I had hoped we would be in a bit better shape at the end of October but our spending continues to out pace
our income. The General Operating Fund ideally should remain at about $80,000 at the end of each
month. At the end of October the fund has a little less than $40,000. With expenses running somewhere
around $35,000 plus each month this does not give us much cushion. I understand we have been asking a
lot lately – raising funds for a roof replacement, concert series, and many folks continue to give to the
debt reduction. But, none of this will matter much if our monthly bills are not being paid. If you can give
a little more to the current operating fund that would help out a great deal toward bringing the fund
balance back where it should be.
Roof Replacement Fund – pledged campaign:
It is estimated that we will need about $150,000 for a new roof on our facility. Use the Other line on your
envelopes and mark it ROOF REPLACEMENT to make any donations to this fund.
Fund Balance on September 30, 2019:
$ 98,791
Funds received in OCTOBER
1,176
Balance in the fund OCTOBER 31, 2019
$101,837
Amount still needed: $ 48,164
Good News! After the end of October we received a donation to cover the remaining funds
needed for the roof. No further donations are needed.
Debt Reduction – not a pledged campaign at this time:
Total received toward the mortgage in OCTOBER: $1,176
Mortgage Balance: $903,216
Emmaus Concert Fund – Matching Fund Drive
The Emmaus Angels fund drive to support the Emmaus Concert Series received a total of $2,938
and we have received and exceeded the goal of $2,500 to maximize the offered matching funds.
Blessings,
Joan Fisher, Finance Director
386 956-2619
joanfisher2011@gmail.com

Hearts and Hand Hands
Two women’s groups have combined forces to allow more fellowship for our church women. Hearts and
Hands (quilting) and Shawl Ministry (crocheters and knitters) will be meeting together on the second
Wednesday of each month from 1:15 p.m. to 3:15 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. You don’t need to know how
to sew, crochet or knit to join us. Just bring your crafty spirit and join the fun.
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Emmaus Adult Choir
Rehearsals are Wednesdays at 7:10 p.m. in the music suite. If you love
to sing and enjoy singing praises to God, please join the Adult Choir
for great music and fellowship in service to the Lord. The choir is open
to anyone from age 17 to 97. Instrumentalists are welcome, too! If you
have any questions, please contact Maria at 386-734-8814.

Christmas Recital
You are cordially invited to attend a Christmas recital given by the students of our Choir Director Maria
Santilli on Monday, December 16, at 4:15 pm in the Emmaus sanctuary.

Advent Devotional Concerts by composer/pianist Thomas Keesecker
The devotional concerts will be presented on Tuesday, Dec. 3 at 7pm and Wednesday, Dec. 4 at 11am at
Trinity Lutheran Church, 485 Turnbull Bay Road, New Smyrna Beach. Tom will lead an inspirational
hour of Advent piano music, reflection, poetry, laughter, and hymn singing as we begin the Advent
season. The Trinity Choir will also sing one of Tom’s anthems at the Tuesday evening concert.

Women’s Circles
Emmaus has two women’s Circles that meet for fellowship and Bible study. Each Circle uses the Gather
Magazine as a guide for the study. Each is a great time for fellowship with a blend of women who make
their Circle interesting. If you are interested in a Bible study and fellowship consider trying them both.

Martha Lydia Bible Study Circle
Martha/Lydia Circle meets the first Wednesday of each month in the
Emmaus Room from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. The next study will be on
Wednesday, December 4th. All women are welcome.

Ruth Circle
Ruth Circle will meet on Tuesday, Dec. 10 at Laura Wickett's home. 2800
Trenton Place in Deland. We will have supper at 6:30 followed by Bible
study at 7:30. Celia will lead the study. Please RSVP to Laura if you plan to
attend: norwegian.princess52@gmail.com or 321-604-6694.

Stephen Ministry
Do you feel like you may be floundering or just need someone to talk to
about a loss? The Stephen Ministry may be able to help. The Stephen
Ministry offers a trained person to walk with you on your journey. Please

reach out to Larry or Jaci Hendrickson (386-753-1888) to arrange a
consultation. All information is kept confidential.
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The Food Pantry Needs You!
The Food Pantry, which is open Tuesdays from 10:00 a.m. until
noon, is always in need of volunteers to greet guests and help them
get supplies. If you are able to volunteer your time, please sign-up
on the sheet located on the kiosk in the narthex.

Interfaith Kitchen
Emmaus alternates with other local churches at the Interfaith kitchen located at First United Methodist
Church, 115 E. Howry Ave. in DeLand. On Thursday, December26th we will prepare a meal to serve to
those in need in the community. All kind of help is needed starting with food prep at 3 p.m., serving and
clean-up. Those doing clean-up will be finished around 7 p.m. Come for the whole time or just a few
hours. If you would like to help, please sign up on the sheet in the Narthex. This is truly God’s work, our
hands!

Card Ministry
Emmaus has begun a card ministry. We currently send birthday cards to our members 75 and older along
with anniversary cards. We want to make cards more individualized and even expand the number of cards
we send. The ministry meets the first Thursday of each month from 6:00 to 8:00 pm. It’s a great time for
fellowship and to let your Emmaus family you are thinking of them at special times. Come and join the
fun! Hope to see you on December 5th.

Christmas Gift Tree
Beginning November 30th an Angel Treedisplay in the narhex will be
decorated with gift requests for seniors on the front and children on the
back. Please consider providing a Christmas gift for the seniors and
children. When you return the gift please have the tag attached and wrap
the children’s gifts.

Florida Methodist Children’s Home
We are collecting gift cards for the Florida Methodist Children’s Home.
The gift cards should be for either Walmart or Target in the amount of
$20.00. Please return gift cards to the office or place in envelope and write
on Christmas Gift Card and place in offering plate.

Christmas Dinner
If you don’t have plans for Christmas dinner and would like to have fellowship and Christmas dinner with
others in the Emmaus family, please indicate your interest in this event by signing up on the sheet in the
narthex. If there is enough interest we will plan the Second Annual Emmaus Christmas dinner! Please
also indicate your willingness to help set-up, cook, clean- up, or bring a dish. Looking forward to good
food, good company, and good fun!
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Calling all kids…
or shepherds, angels, stars and wisemen!
This year’s Emmaus Lutheran Christmas Program will be performed on
December 15th at the 8:30am Service. We would love to have any child
participate who would like to be included! There is a spot for EVERYONE!
There will only be ONE MANDATORY REHEARSAL (for costumes and
positions). It is scheduled for Saturday, December 14th from 9:00am –
10:30am.

12/04
12/09
12/12
12/13
12/19
12/19
12/20
12/22
12/22
12/29
12/30
12/31

Edith McDermott
Fred Taylor
Susanna Trittschuh
Carole DeYoung
Rev. Daniel Carlson
Suzan Cook
Olive Hutton
Wendell Adell
Alva Mallory
Maxine Layne
Mildred Lidke
Tom Fisher

12/12 Don & Patsy McQueen
12/16 Richard & Mary Holden
12/18 Todd & Sandra Dasso
12/20 Richard & Dana Powers
12/21 Betsy & David Lasseter
12/29 Michael & Terese Hart
12/31 Randall & Jessica Smith

Newsletter Deadline
The submission deadline for the next eNews is Friday, December 27th. Please forward articles or
announcements for the newsletter to Sallie Chapman via email at emmausvolunteer@embarqmail.com.

Emmaus Contact Information
Church Office:
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Office Hours –
Monday thru Friday 9:00 am – 2:00 pm
Phone: 386- 775-9676
Fax: 386-775-6956

If you would like to add someone to the prayer list, please contact the church office (386-775-9676)
or fill out a prayer request form and place it in the offering plate.
Homebound Members:
Doris Abrams (home)
Doris Barcalow (home)
Lois Brandt (Home)
Olive Clark (Majestic Oaks)
Charlotte Creswell (Gold Choice)
Julie Dusette (Sterling Garden)
Jean Hendricksen (Horizon)
Sam & Helen Hill (Good Samaritan)
Guy Large (John Knox)
Phil & Lora Onsgard (home)
Jeanette Reynolds (Waters Edge)
Jean Reynold (Lutheran Haven)
Marthan Sammeth (home)
‘Mike’ Simmons (home)
Shirley Smith (Majestic Oaks)
Orval Stuhr (Emory Bennett)
Sonny Tether (home)
Lorraine Wessels (Good Samaritan)

Service Women and Men:
Cody Allen (Afghanistan)
Danny Allen (US)
Robert Arnold (US)
Joseph Bernhard (US)
Darryl Black (Afghanistan)
Justin Bruschi (Iraq)
Jeremy Charles (US)
Gabriel Comer (US)
Jacob Cosat (US)
Blake Dodds (US)
Christopher Duysings (US)
David Easley (US)
Roger Fiedler (Afghanistan)
Eric Fragoso (Germany)

Prayer Requests for…
Doris Abrams, Wendell Adell, Nicole Ahlers, Robert Ahlers, Suzi Angelletti,
Raymond Bookstaver, Charlotte Creswell,Art Croker, Bev Dailey, Pam DeForest,
Mildred Delivuk, Trish Fitzpatrick, Linda Greer, David Henninger, Mary Kintner,
Linda McGuire, Don Prether, Freedel Rauch, Marthan Sammeth, Eileen Sellers,
‘Mike’ Simmons, Carol Taylor.
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Gerry Frisbie (Iraq)
Michael Heindl
(Afghanistan)
Jonathon Hogg (US)
Britt Gray (Jordan)
Nick Kline (US)
Larry Linton (Iraq)
Noah Nelson (US)
Matthew Pavlus (US)
Tim Reuwer (Air Force)
Justin Rush (England)
Lauren Shea(US)
Jamie Vasquez (US)
Sean Wickett (US)

December 2019

Mon

Tue

Wed

01
8:30 am Informal
Worship
9:45 am Confirmation
Class
9:50 am Bible
Study
11:00 am Traditional
Worship

Sun

02
12: 00 pm - AA
Meeting
7:00 pm - Advent
Tea

03
9:00 am Tuesday Focused
Prayer
10:00 am - Food
Pantry
12: 00 pm - AA
Meeting
6:30 pm - Boy
Scouts

04
9:15 am Preschool Chapel
Time
12: 00 pm -AA
Meeting
2:00 pm -Martha
Lydia Bible Study
5:45 pm Jubilate Ringers
Rehearsal 7:10
pm - Choir
Rehearsal

05
06
12: 00 pm - AA
12: 00 pm - AA
Meeting
Meeting
6:00 pm -Card
Ministry
6:30 pm Stephen Ministry

07
5:00 pm Traditional
Worship

08
8:30 am Informal
Worship
9:45 am Confirmation
Class
9:50 am Bible
Study
11:00 am Traditional
Worship

09
12: 00 pm - AA
Meeting
7:00 pm -Cub
Scouts

10
9:00 am Tuesday Focused
Prayer
10:00 am - Food
Pantry
12: 00 pm - AA
Meeting
6:30 pm Finance
Committee
Meeting
6:30 pm Boy
Scouts

11
9:15 am Preschool Chapel
Time
12: 00 pm -AA
Meeting
1:15 pm Hearts
and Hands Circle
5:45 pm Jubilate Ringers
Rehearsal
7:10 pm - Choir
Rehearsal

12
12: 00 pm - AA
Meeting
6:30 pm - Boy
Scout Planning
Meetings
6:30 pm Stephen Ministry

14
9:00 am - 11:00
am Children's
Christmas
Program
Rehearsal
5:00 pm Traditional
Worship

15
8:30 am Informal
Worship
9:45 am
Confirmation
Class
9:50 am Bible
Study
11:00 am Traditional
Worship

16
12: 00 pm - AA
Meeting
2:00 pm -Maria
Santilli
Christmas
Recital
7:00 pm - Cub
Scouts

17
9:00 am Tuesday Focused
Prayer
10:00 am - Food
Pantry
12: 00 pm - AA
Meeting
6:30 pm Congregation
Council Meeting
6:30 pm - Boy
Scouts

18
9:15 am Preschool Chapel
Time
12: 00 pm - AA
Meeting
5:45 pm -Jubilate
Ringers
Rehearsal
7:10 pm - Choir
Rehearsal

19
20
12: 00 pm -AA
12: 00 pm - AA
Meeting
Meeting
6:00 pm Emmaus
Preschool Board
Meeting
6:30 pm Stephen Ministry

21
5:00 pm Traditional
Worship

22
8:30 am Informal
Worship
9:45 am Confirmation
Class
9:50 am Bible
Study
11:00 am Traditional
Worship

23
12: 00 pm -AA
Meeting
7:00 pm - Cub
Scouts

24
25
9:00 am Christmas Day
Tuesday Focused Office Closed
Prayer
10:00 am - Food
Pantry
12: 00 pm - AA
Meeting
Worship Services
at 4:30 pm,
7:30 pm
& 10:30 pm

26
27
12: 00 pm AA
12: 00 pm - AA
Meeting
Meeting
3:00 pm Interfaith
Kitchen
6:30 pm Stephen Ministry
7:00 pm - Book
Club

28
5:00 pm Traditional
Worship

29
8:30 am Informal
Worship
9:45 am Confirmation
Class
9:50 am Adult
Bible Study
11:00 am Traditional
Worship

30
12: 00 pm - AA
Meeting
7:00 pm - Cub
Scouts

31
9:00 am Tuesday Focused
Prayer
10:00 am -Food
Pantry
12: 00 pm - AA
Meeting
6:00 pm AA New
Year Party
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Thu

Fri

13
9:30 am - 11:00
am Emmaus
Preschool
Christmas
Pageant
12: 00 pm - AA
Meeting

Sat

